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becomes, in the minister of a great state and under such cir-
cumstances, a calamity.9
This judgment is so severe that there must have been
a more important reason for it than incompatibility of
temperaments or clash of interests. Perhaps the develop-
ments of the Congress will reveal it to us.
On the twenty-fifth, Alexander made his entry into
Vienna accompanied by the Prussian King, and no sooner
had he arrived than he sent for Talleyrand. A private
audience \yas arranged for October i. Talleyrand was look-
ing forward to October i more on account of his audience
than of the opening of the Congress, which seemed to
have been postponed indefinitely. Then, on the morning
of September 30, he received a brief note from Metternich
asking him, in Metternich's name alone, to be present at
a preliminary conference at two o'clock in the latter's
house, where he would find the ministers of Prussia, Eng-
land, and Russia assembled. Metternich added that he was
sending a similar invitation to M. de Labrador, the minis-
ter of Spain. Gentz tells us that the purpose of this con-
ference was to make France and Spain accept the resolutions
of September 22.10 What took place at this first meeting
has been described by Talleyrand in a long letter to Louis
on October 4. As his letter has been confirmed by the
splendid report drawn up by Gentz, who was present,11
I reproduce it in the original text:
The words, "be present" and "assembled," were obviously
intentional. I answered that I would be delighted to come and
see him with the ministers of Russia, England, Spain, and
Prussia.
The invitation received by M. de Labrador was conceived
in the same terms as the one I had received, with the difference
9 Cf. Correspondence in&dite du prince de Talleyrand et du rot Louis
XVIII (Paris: E. Plon & Cie., 1881), p. 9.
10 Gentz, op. cit., I, 108.
11 The twelfth of his Depeches intditcs (I, 107-118). It bean out every
point in Talleyrand's letter and amplifies certain points.